
River View Elementary School 

PTO Meeting Minutes 

River View Media Center/Zoom Link 

September 14, 2021  

6:00 p.m. 

Attendance     Staff 

Lacey Anderson     Tracey Markowski, Prinicipal 

Nicole Berger 

Miki Bollinger 

Monica Colesby 

Mandy Dwyer 

Connie Ewing 

Caieese Hulton 

Kayla’s Phone 

Ashley Kooima 

Heather Major 

Bola Ogunyinka 

Linda Salkas 

Elizabeth Ramadani 

J. Uthe 

Julie W. 

Becky Walters 

Michelle Winder 

Yvette 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The PTO meeting was called to order by Connie Ewing at 6:04 p.m. 

 

II. BOARD INTRODUCTIONS 

The 2021-22 PTO Board includes Connie Ewing, President; Heather Major, Co-Vice President; 

Becky Walters, Co-Vice President; Nicole Berger, Secretary; Linda Salkas, Treasurer and Miki 

Bollinger, Staff Liaison. 

 

III. SECRETARY’S REPORT 

The approval of the minutes from the last meeting in May 2021 was tabled until the October 

meeting. 

 

IV. TREASURER’S REPORT 

a. 20-21 Year End Report 

i. April 30-June 30, 2021 

1. Income/deposits: spirit wear sales, parking lot bingo, McDonald’s restaurant 

night, teacher appreciation week sponsor-a-lunch  



2. Expenses: Wallin Oaks PTO donation, board member appreciation gifts, 

CAPE awards, 5th grade frisbee golf event and staff appreciation. 

ii. Ending balance for the year was $43,000, which includes funds that still need to be 

disbursed for the book room. 

A MOTION WAS MADE AND SECONDED TO APPROVE THE FINAL 20 -21 TREASURER’S REPORT  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

b. 21-22 Budget Presentation 

i. As a non-profit organization, the budget was prepared so income and expenses 

equal out at $20,245. 

A MOTION WAS MADE AND SECONDED TO APPROVE THE 21-22 BUDGET 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

V. PRINCIPAL’S REPORT       Tracey Markowski 

September dates include fall picture day on September 21.  Guided reading groups start on 

September 23 and homecoming week is September 27-October 1.  

In October student interventions will be put into place starting on the 4th.  There will be no 

school on October 11 in observance of Columbus Day.  

River View school improvement (SIP) goals for the upcoming school year will focus on team 

structure.  Full implementation of that goal will be for each grade level team to identify essential 

standards for math. They will develop lessons to support teaching of essential standards that 

students must know to move onto the next grade level. Teachers will work on developing 

assessments across their grade levels and to assess mastery of math essential standards.  

Another goal supports social/emotional/behavioral skills. The team will stress the importance of 

school wide expectations for the lunchroom, recess, bathroom, bus riding, hallway, and voice 

volume.  

The staff will also continue to work on Second Step, a character-building program. 

The last SIP goal is to continue professional development and will include uncapping the core 

standards. 

iReady testing is still going on and parents will get the first assessment toward the end of the 

first quarter. 

Kudos to parents and staff for working hard to support our kids! 

VI. COMMITTEE INTRODUCTIONS/REPORTS 

a. Box Tops          Linda Salkas 

You can either cut off a box top or submit a receipt through the Box Top app when you 

purchase products with the Box Top logo on it.  The PTO receives 10 cents for each box top 

that is submitted on behalf of the school.  We are looking for ways to develop contests and 

prizes to further promote the Box Top program among families.  The first deadline to submit 

actual box tops this school year is November 1.  More information about the Box Top app 

was in the welcome folders and will be posted on the PTO’s Facebook page.  So far $41 has 



been raised for River View this school year.  

 

b. C.A.P.E.          Linda Salkas 

CAPE is a group that coordinates all the PTOs in the district. Its purpose is to foster 

communication between the schools, PTOs and the district.  They hold monthly meetings 

and two representatives from each PTO are invited to attend the meeting. We still need a 

second CAPE representative from River View. 

 

At the August meeting, Dr. Abrell spoke about the transportation issue at the start of the 

school year.  Around 1,000 students were impacted.  The district is working hard to resolve 

the issue.  He also thanked all the parents and volunteers for helping the schools run 

smoothly. Tom Hernandez also spoke.  He advised that if you are looking for answers about 

the school or questioning things, go directly to the source… the district, your school or PTO 

and not social media.  He also mentioned that full day kindergarten is in all 18 schools this 

year.  Dawn Bullock is the APT representative and she advised parents if they have issues to 

work directly with the teachers first before going to other sources.  Barb from the Board of 

Education spoke and stated that there is a policy that each PTO is their own separate 

organization. Both public libraries were also at the meeting and shared the programs they 

offer to students. CAPE is currently working on the homecoming parade and homecoming 

activities. River View is not doing a float this year.  The theme of the parade is “Coming 

Together” and will be on October 2.  Lastly, it was addressed that PTOs may have 

fundraisers on school grounds but will need to follow the polices in place and have 

insurance to cover the event. 

 

c. Cub Scouts         Connie Ewing 

The River View PTO charters Cubs Scouts Pack #99.  It is a family pack and is open to boys 

and girls.  It currently has about 50 students in it.  They have been recruiting and getting a 

lot of kids interested in joining.  This summer they learned about various STEM related 

topics, in addition to typical scouting activities. If you are interested in Pack 99, please reach 

out to the PTO or Pack 99 directly. 

 

d. Spirit Wear          Heather Major 

We’re partnering with Eich’s to put together an online spirit wear store with new designs 

and merchandise.  A link will be sent out this week and the store will close on September 28. 

 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Book Room 

The book room is a closet that houses leveled readers where the staff can go in and select 

books for students to read with the teacher and receive direct instruction from the teacher.  

Many of the books in that room are over 20 years old.  The school is requesting additional 

books to add to the book room to benefit the kids.  The PTO would like to purchase a full 

reading system for the school.  The original cost for the book room was $18,275 and was 

approved by a previous board but was delayed due to the pandemic.   Since then, the cost 

of the book room has gone up and is now $22,000.  



A MOTION WAS MADE AND SECONDED TO ACCEPT THE CURRENT PROPOSAL TO FUND 

THE BOOK ROOM 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

a. 21-22 Events 

i. Back to School Fair: 160 prizes were given out and an estimated 250-300 people 

attended the event on September 2. 

ii. Restaurant Nights: There will be a new restaurant night each month.  Tonight, we 

will receive a percentage of sales from Rosatti’s. 

iii. Trunk or Treat: Trunk or Treat will be on October 16.  Watch for more information 

about how to decorate your car and donate candy for the event.  

iv. Movie Night: Will be held in December. 

v. Holiday Workshop: Students will be able to do their own holiday shopping. More 

information will come out later. 

vi. Build-A-Buddy: This is River View’s own Build-A-Bear event. Last year we did our 

mascot, Rocky.  This year we will do a valentine themed build-a-bear in February. 

vii. Raise Craze Fundraiser: In February we will host our largest fundraiser of the year 

where students pay it forward and perform acts of kindness for donations to benefit 

the school.  This will be held in February in coordination with National Kindness Day.  

More information will be coming out about this event.  

viii. Bingo: This is the last event of the year in the spring. 

b. Volunteer Signups 

i. We need help for all these events and activities.  If you have any interest in planning 

or participating in an event, be a room parent, help in the media center, copy room, 

etc., please volunteer. Many activities can be done in the evening. A signup sheet 

was in the welcome folder and on the River View PTO Facebook page, or email 

RVPTO@outlook.com. 

c. Room Parent Updates: Last week we held a room parent meeting. Room parents assist with 

the three holiday parties. At this point we don’t know if we can have room parents. Stay 

tuned for more information. 

d. Membership Update: We encourage everyone to join the PTO.  We are currently at 56 

members. Everyone who signed up should receive the electronic links for Paypal or Square 

to collect membership dues. 

e. Spirit Wear Blanket Drawing: Everyone who fills out a membership form by the end of the 

night will be entered into a drawing that will be held electronically tomorrow for a spirit 

wear blanket.  We’re also looking at having a special membership incentive in October. 

More details to come. 

 

IX. QUESTION & ANSWER SESSION 

a. Calendar: A calendar will be sent out of all the PTO events and meetings throughout the 

year once it has been finalized. 

b. Does the PTO have any large-scale funding projects for this year? Not yet for this year.  



c. Will there be giving opportunities around the holidays (i.e., Giving Tree)? Yes, the social 

workers coordinate it. 

d. What is the Box Top App called? It is called Box Top App for Education. 

e. Will we have a zoom option throughout the year? Yes, it will be offered throughout the 

year. 

 

X. ADJOURNAMENT 

The meeting was adjourned by Connie Ewing at 7:10 p.m. The next meeting will be held on 

Tuesday, October 5. 

 


